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ABSTRACT:

This paper examines the possibilities of reconciling ethnocultural pluralism and
democratic legitimacy in Montenegro, with a special focus on the construction of
political identity. It begins with the thesis that the political identity of Montenegro,
as a multi-ethnic state, should be based on the political structures of society and
the principles arising from the constitutional order, and not on the ethno-cultural
features of the majority ethnic group. In the end, Habermas's constitutional
patriotism is proposed as an adequate normative solution and framework for
political identity in Montenegro. Through a brief overview in this paper, it is
concluded that constitutional patriotism is a suitable model for plural, divided
societies such as Montenegrin society, and that the process of consolidation of
political identity in Montenegro largely depends on the actions of political leaders.
Finding the basis of political unity in the principles derived from the constitutional
order, and not in the pre-political sphere, would enable long-term democratic
development.
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SAZETAK:

Ovaj rad ispituje moguénosti pomirenja etnokulturnog pluralizma i demokratske
legitimnosti u Crnoj Gori, s posebnim fokusom na izgradnju politickog identiteta.
Polazi se od teze da politicki identitet Crne Gore, kao multietnicke drZave, treba
biti zasnovan na politickim strukturama drustva i principima koji proizilaze iz
ustavnog poretka, a ne na etnokulturnim obiljeZjima vecinske etnicke grupe. Na
kraju, kao adekvatno normativno rjesenje i okvir za politicki identitet u Crnoj Gori,
predlaZe se Habermasov ustavni patriotizam. Kroz kratak pregled u ovom radu,
zakljuCuje se da je ustavni patriotizam pogodan model za pluralna, podijeljena
drustva kakvo je crnogorsko, te da proces konsolidacije politickog identiteta u
Crnoj Gori u velikoj mjeri zavisi od djelovanja politickih lidera. Pronalazak osnova
politickog jedinstva u principima koji proizilaze iz ustavnog poretka, a ne u

pretpolitickoj sferi, omogucio bi dugorocan demokratski razvoj.
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